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Book review
Todorov, T. 2018. Geology from A to Z. Encyclopedic Geological Dictionary. Avangard Prima, Sofia, 470 pp. 
(in Bulgarian).

Geology is a complex science that studies Earth’s 
composition, structure, origin, history, and develop-
ment. It examines the secrets of our planet with the 
purpose to discover and utilize the large treasures hid-
ing in its bowels. Apart from being a science, geology 
is also a philosophy shedding light on the origin of the 
world and humankind.

Having in mind the above, the author has under-
taken to compile and submit to a wide range of read-
ers this Encyclopedic Geological Dictionary. Some 
geological terms have been mentioned in several en-
cyclopedias published in the past and in indexes to 
some modern geological monographs and textbooks. 
A narrowly specialized dictionary of these terms in 
Bulgaria, however, has not been published. This has 
raised the necessity of compiling and publishing a dic-
tionary in Bulgarian language. It will only be noted 
briefly that, for a number of years, geology has not 
been taught at schools in Bulgaria.

This dictionary is not a textbook on geology, and 
due to this fact, it is not possible to include in it all 
minerals, rocks, and other specialized terms. There are 
a number of specialized dictionaries, handbooks, and 
encyclopedias for the reader to find more information 
if needed. The author hopes that the dictionary will be 
useful as a reference not only for geologists but also 
for geographers, geophysicists, geodesists, chemists, 
metallurgists, biologists, pedologists, etc., as well as 
for experts, lecturers, teachers, students, and school-
children. Finally, we should not forget the large num-
ber of crossword lovers.

The majority of the geological terms in Bulgarian 
came from German (in the past) and Russian (later). 
The dictionary shows their Bulgarian analogues, but 
some of the terms have already been accepted in the 
language and are widely used, so they are also includ-
ed in the dictionary. It was the author’s intent to pre-
sent the geological terms briefly, but some of the more 

significant ones are described in detail. That is why 
the dictionary is referred to as an encyclopedic geo-
logical dictionary. It also contains some non-typical 
but common for geology terminology.

The author hopes that the compiled dictionary 
will be a useful book for information or reference for 
every body.
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