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Part of the Bulgarian delegation at the 21st CBGA Congress in Salzburg (left) after the presentation of the household of the 22nd 
CBGA Congress in 2022 in Plovdiv, Bulgaria (right).

Bulgaria: host of the 22nd Congress of the Carpathian Balkan Geological 
Association (CBGA) in 2022

Bulgaria will host the next (22nd) Congress of the 
Carpathian Balkan Geological Association (CBGA) 
in 2022. This was decided in 2014 during the Con-
gress in Tirana, Albania, and confirmed at the last 
Congress in Salzburg, Austria, in September 2018. 
We have had the chance to start preparations for the 
22nd Congress in advance, contacting educational, 
scientific and geology-related governmental and 
branch organizations, as well as some industrial 
partners, and getting support by interested parties.

After the 7th (1965) and the 14th (1989) Congress-
es, held in Sofia, the 22nd will be the third CBGA 
Congress in Bulgaria and will celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the association. It is an honor for the 
geological society of Bulgaria to host the prestig-
ious international meeting that brings together geol-
ogists from academic and applied sciences but also 
partners from the mining industry and multidisci-
plinary areas, such as cultural geology, archaeol-
ogy, geological hazards, etc. The Congress creates 
contact opportunities for scientists from Europe and 
the whole world working on geology, energy and 
mineral deposits in the Carpathian-Balkan and sur-
rounding areas. It is the largest regional geologic 

event with more than 500 (to over 800) participants 
from over 40 countries. The CBGA Congress is also 
a tribune for exchanging ideas and sharing knowl-
edge, and contributes to the understanding of geo-
logical processes worldwide. Papers will be pub-
lished in the official journals of CBGA (affiliated 
to the International Union of Geological Sciences 
as a regional organization), Geologica Carpathica 
and Geologica Balcanica, and in special volumes of 
international peer-reviewed journals.

The CBGA Congress is co-organized by the lo-
cal Organizing Committee (LOC) and the CBGA 
Council consisting of National Representatives of 
all 16 member countries. The LOC of the 22nd Con-
gress in Bulgaria was established at the beginning 
of 2018 and, at the moment, includes the University 
of Mining and Geology, the Faculty of Geology and 
Geography of the Sofia University, the Geological 
Institute and the Institute of Mineralogy and Crys-
tallography of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 
the Earth and Man National Museum, the Bulgar-
ian Geological Society and the Bulgarian Mineral-
ogical Society, the Bulgarian Chamber of Mining 
and Geology, and a representative of the Ministry 



65

of Energy. The LOC has already chosen Plovdiv to 
place the Congress in 2022. The second biggest city 
in Bulgaria won us with its perfect location in the 
heart of the country. It is the 2019 European Capital 
of Culture, ancient and eternal, tolerant and guest-
friendly, well connected to Sofia and Europe. It is 
a university center and offers perfect conditions 

for organizing an international meeting, plenty of 
historical places from Thracian and Roman times, 
combined in a delicate way with modern culture.

Welcome to the 22nd CBGA Congress in Plov-
div, Bulgaria, in September 2022!

Let’s celebrate together the 100th anniversary of 
CBGA!

Prof. Irena Peytcheva
National representative of CBGA for Bulgaria

President of CBGA


