






well as the trilobite fauna from Babin Srt on the 
Stogovo Mountain with the Ordovician age 
represent important data by which the 
Cambrian-Ordovician rocks are being separated 
from Devonian ones. 

Babin Srt (Babin crest) 

This locality was discovered in 1965 by A. 
Antonovic and R. Popovic, and the fauna was 
defined by S. Stojanovic-Kuzenko. The macro­
fauna is situated in the sandstone schist which 
have been later transformed into sericite schist. 
It is composed of species which were cha­
racteristic for the Mediterranean areas of Tethys, 
as for example the genus Sinhomalonotos. Babin 
Srt is the only find of this genus on the Balkan 
Peninsula. 

The cave "Ubavica" ("Beauty") 

Concerning its ornaments, this cave is the most 
beautiful, the richest and the most attractive cave 
among all caves discovered in Macedonia up to 
now. It is located on the Bukovik Mountain, next 
to the abandoned road Gostivar-Makedonski 
Brod. There are exceptional cave ornaments 
(stalactites, stalagmites, helictites) in the cave, 
coloured in various colours (yellow-brown, light­
green, bluish, yellow-red, gray and others) which 
is real rarity among the underground karst forms. 
There is an underground water-flow flowing 
through the cave, appearing out of it somewhat 
lower from the cave as a powerful karst spring. 
The "Waterfall Hall" is especially distinguished 
by its charm. It is situated at the end ofthe main 
corridor which is 920 m long and occupies an 
area of 100m2

• There is a waterfall at the end of 
the hall which is 5-6 m high. Behind the waterfall, 
a large underground lake is situated. 

Konopishte 

There is a very interesting geomorphologic 
phenomenon in the vicinity of Kavadartsi 
represented by the earth pilJars. They are 
exceptionally rare forms which formation is due 
to the intensive soil erosion and weathering. This 
locality is situated in a ravine on the right side 
of the river Boshava, at an elevation of 740 m 
a.s.l. and occupies an area of 0.75 ha. The 
columns (earth pyramids) have the shape of a 
spindle which is narrowing toward the top. They 
are 2-10m high and 0.5-2 min diameter. The 
columns are bearing volcanic boulders on their 
tops which serve as a protective cap. The 
historic-geological processes, characteristic for 
this region, and especially for the frequent 
volcanic activity of the Kozhuv Mountain are 
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being interpreted by studying the shapes and 
geological composition of these earth pillars. 
The volcanic activity of the Kozhuv Mountain 
had an influence on the formation of pyroclastic 
rock layers which are susceptible to erosion. 

The canyon Matka 

It is located along the lower flow of the Treska 
River, 15 km on the south-west of Skopje. This 
object of the nature is exceptional owing to the 
geological, geomorphologic and hydrological 
characteristics, as well as to the endemic plant 
and animal species. The slopes of the canyon of 
1000 m height and cliffs of over 250 m height 
are the result of the Treska River vertical erosion 
during the long geologic history. The terrain is 
composed of thick Precambrian marble and 
dolomite layers as well as of Cambrian marbles 
with schist interlayers. 

The solfatara Duvalo-Kosel 

The object is active post-volcanic phenomenon, 
located close to the village Kosel, Ohrid county. 
In the matter of fact it represents a miniature 
crater with diameter of 0.5 m and 30 em depth 
which is situated on a typical fault with 
meridional direction. The permanent fuming out 
ofH2S from the crater causes characteristic smell 
in the broader surrounding. 

The Koleshino waterfall 

This waterfall is located on the north slopes of 
Belasica Mountain, in the lower flow of the river 
Baba, at an elevation of 450 m a.s.l .. It is 13.8 m 
high, created in the granite rocks. The origin of 
this waterfall is tectonic. Several smaller 
waterfalls, with 2-4m height are met above this 
waterfall. Altogether they give a peculiar 
appearance of the ambient. 

• • • 
Apart from the above mentioned localities, it is 
estimated that some other geotopes have to be 
mentioned which are foreseen to be protected 
in the nearest future. These are the following: 

-The canyon valJey of the Gradeshnib Reka 
River in Mariovo which is rich in beautiful rocky 
forms, waterf4lls, giant boilers, specific flora and 
fauna etc. 

-The canyon ofBela Reka River, in the same 
region which is abound in similar attractive 
forms deepened in the rocks. There are 
insufficient knowledge about this locality. 

- Prkach, it represents an area in the vicinity 
of Berovo with the exceptionally attractive 
erosive forms, created in Pliocene Lake 



sediments. The surrounding is rich on mixed 
forest stands and beautiful ambient values. 

- Machevo- the Kamenitsa River, Berovo 
surrounding. Very often appearances of 
crystalline quartz - forest crystal, are diffe­
rentiated in the pegmatitic veins of the 
surrounding gneisses. The crystalline quartz is 
with different dimensions, clear, transparent, 
seldom coloured, in individual large crystals or 
as druses. The find is seriously damaged due to 
uncontrolled visits, mainly from foreign 
collectors from western countries. 

- Kuchkovo, located in Skopje surrounding. 
It represent the locality with rich Upper 
Cretaceous fauna in the nearby limestone. Large 
rudist shells are dominating in it. 

- Ulantsi. Close to this village, sandstone 

spherical and elliptic-oval shapes are created in 
Paleogene flysch as a result of the erosive 
processes. They are distributed in large number 
on the terrain surface. 

- The source area of the Babuna River, on 
the Jakupica Mountain, is an area with complex 
natural values. That is the spring of.the river 
with the close surrounding, the caves, vertical 
cuts in marbles 1 000 m high, the waterfall, stone 
glacier, nice forest stands, the rich and diverse 
flora and fauna, beautiful landscapes etc. 

The most recent knowledge are suggesting the 
existence of the considerable number of natural 
values in the Malesh and Mariovo regions. Due 
to several objective reasons these regions were 
not investigated sufficiently up to now and 
consequently, insufficiently affirmed. 

85 


