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In November 1965, several bones of a huge mammal
have been found by the Asenovgrad natural history
teacher Dimitar Kovachev and two of his pupils
(Êîâà÷åâ, 1966; Öàíêîâ, Íèêîëîâ, 1966) during
palaeontological field reconnaissance in the Neo-
gene sand outcrops near the village of Ezerovo, Plo-
vdiv District (Upper Thrace plain). Kovachev im-
mediately evaluated the importance of the find, and
sought the help of Ivan Nikolov, scientist with the
Geological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences. Preliminary conservation has been made
in situ. Systematic excavations have been performed
during the next summer. The bad state of the bones
required a thorough conservation in situ, with appli-
cation of water glass, nitrocellulose lacquer, plaster
(more than one tone), bandages, iron splints, etc. After
this preliminary conservation, the extracted bones
have been transported to Sofia.

During the next few years, Ivan Nikolov performed
a thorough and tiresome work for the full conserva-
tion, study and description of the bones and the
mounting of the whole skeleton. Several reports have
been written by him (now kept at the funds of the
Geological Institute), and they were intended to rep-
resent the basis for a monograph publication.

Unfortunately, Ivan Nikolov suddenly died at the
age of 55 on October 28, 1982. The principal deed
of his life, the mounted Deinotherium skeleton, is
permanently on exhibit in the main hall of the Mu-
seum of Geology and Palaeontology at the Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, and an exact copy
on a 3/4 scale, also prepared by Nikolov, is exhibited
in the Palaeontological Branch (Asenovgrad) of the
National Natural History Museum. The skeleton is
probably the best preserved and found up to now
specimen of genus Deinotherium, and its detailed
description would be of benefit to the palaeontolog-
ical community. However, this rich material still re-
mained unpublished. Only a few scientists have ob-
served the skeleton. The new species was referred to
as Deinotherium thraciensis Nikolov in the catalogue
(Nikolov, 1985) posthumously published by E. Ko-
jumdgieva but no valid publication of the taxon ex-
isted up to now. During the last few years Dimitar
Kovachev decided to prepare for publication the
descriptions made by Nikolov, thus taking over his
shoulders the responsibility for all possible omissions
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and flaws in the preparation of this voluminous
material.

The Editorial Board of Geologica Balcanica is also
fully aware of our own responsibility, and of possible
ethical problems. None of the members of the Board
and of the Editorial Council is an expert in the very
specialized field of mammal palaeontology. Most of
the material remains in the state left thirty years ago
by Nikolov. Obviously neither he nor D. Kovachev
could be blamed for any omission or flaw, as well as
for the low technical level of preparation of the il-
lustrations.

On the other hand, verba volent, scripta manent.
The single copies left of the reports scrupulously
made by Nikolov are threatened by deterioration and
possible disappearance. Serious ethical problems
would be met by younger students of fossil Probos-
cidea who work on deinothere taxonomy and anato-
my and would like to use the unpublished descrip-
tions.

In this situation our decision is to take the risk
(and a part of the possible blame) to publish the pa-
per as submitted (07.08.2004). It does not take into
account many recent publications (some of them are
cited in the short reference list below). Some minor
technical flaws have been repaired, too.

Many problems remain pendant in respect of the
taxonomy and systematics of genus Deinotherium and
its species. Even the position of the genus in Probos-
cidea is sometimes still questioned (Gregor et al., 2000),
and the specimen described in the paper by Kovachev,
Nikolov (2006) as Deinotherium thraceiensis sp. n. is
referred by other authors (Markov, 2004; Ìàðêîâ et
al., 2002) to Deinotherium gigantissimum Stefanes-
cu. Deinothere remains have been found in the mean-
time in new localities in Eastern Europe (Lungu,
Obada, 2001; Vislobokova, Sotnikova, 2001) and
Crete (Athanassiou, 2004). The external aspect of
deinothere head has been subject of interesting re-
constructions (Markov et al., 2001; Ìàðêîâ et al.,
2002) based upon the rich Bulgarian and foreign
finds. They bear on the ecological specialization of
this interesting mammal group, and throw light also
on some taxonomic problems, phylogeny, etc. With-
out any doubt, the almost full (90—92% found of all
the bones!) Ezerovo deinothere skeleton should be
taken into account by any future deinothere study.
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